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The Intertextuality between the Holy Qur’an and Al-Risala Al-Manziliya by
Ibn Sina: A Case Study in Philosophical Islamic Ethical Literature

Abstract

This research examines the intertextual dynamics between the Holy Qur’an and Ibn Sina’s Risala
al-Siyasa al-Manaziliya (Treatise on Domestic Governance), addressing the central question of
whether Quranic influences can be systematically traced within a philosophical-¢thical text.
Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology grounded in intertextuality th&ory,“the, study
analyzes this relationship across three distinct levels: lexical, conceptual, and structural. A
comparative analysis reveals the profound and multi-layered impact of the Qur’an asaSource text.
Lexically, the treatise incorporates specific Quranic phrases and terminology: Conceptually, it
assimilates foundational ideas such as Divine Agency, spousal complementarity (Zawjiya), and
charitable spending (/nfaq). Most significantly, the Quranic_worldview==with its emphasis on
communal welfare, the integration of reason and revelation,“and ‘the teleological purpose of
creation—provided the overarching intellectual framework for Ibn Sina’s arguments. The findings
demonstrate not only the depth of Quranic influence onva preeminent Muslim philosopher but also
validate the efficacy of intertextuality theory in uncovering the nuanced dialogue between
philosophical and religious texts. Structured intosthree analytieal sections corresponding to the
levels of intertextuality, the study concludes“thatzAvicennan wisdom on domestic governance,
while indebted to Greek rationalism, is deeply nourished by the wellspring of revelation. It thus
stands as a coherent model of the synergistic Vinteraction between philosophy and religion in
Islamic civilization.

Keywords: Intertextuality, Qur'an, Ibn Sina, al-Siyasa al-Manziliya, Philosophical Ethics
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