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The Significance of '"'Abasa’' (He Frowned)" in its Quranic Context: A Linguistic
and Ethical Analysis of Historical and Alternative Interpretation Models

Abstract

This research aims to present a precise study of the first verse of Surah 'Abasa ("He
frowned and turned away because there came to him the blind man"), focusing on
identifying the subject of the action, using an analytical approach that combines linguistic,
exegetical, and contextual analysis. In its linguistic analysis, the research relies on the study

m

of the word "abasa™ in classical and modern Arabic dictionaries, such as-those by al-
Farahidi and Ibn Manzur, where it signifies frowning and scowling as a psychological
reaction reflecting displeasure or rejection. The research then discusses the traditional view
of Sunni exegetes, such as al-Tabari and Ibn Kathir, who linked the.vezse to the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) during an incident of proselytizing to the leaders of
Quraysh, when the blind man Abdullah ibn Umm Maktum eame to him, and he turned
away. However, the study critiques this interpretation; citing'the weakness of the historical
narrations' chains of transmission (isnad) and their-contradiction with the sublime prophetic
ethics mentioned in the Almighty's saying: "And indeed, you are of a great moral character"
(Al-Qalam: 4). In contrast, the research supports the opposing view adopted by exegetes
like al-Tusi and al-Tabataba'i, which denies that the verse is directed at the Prophet. This
view is based on the unspecified third-person pronoun in the text, the Surah's critical
context regarding the behavior of the arrogant, and alternative narrations that point to a
man from the Banu Umayya clan.as_the potential subject. The study concludes that the
verse aims to critique the archetype ‘of the arrogant person who rejects and ignores the
weak, not the Prophet. It thereby serves an educational purpose that promotes the values of
justice, humility, and mercy, supported by integrated linguistic, contextual, and ethical
evidence.

Keywords: Surah 'Abasa, Contextual Analysis, Alternative Interpretation, Quranic
Language, Ethical' Concepts, Historical Interpretation.
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